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About the Tagus river…
● Tagus is the longest river on the Iberian Peninsula. It is along the border between 

Portugal and Spain, where it empties into the Atlantic Ocean near Lisbon. 
● The source of the Tagus is Sierra de Albarracín





What are the issues?
Back in 1960s Spain found themselves in a ‘water war’. Where there was not enough water 
for everyone in the country since the main source of income back then was agriculture. The 
government came up with the solution of doing a river diversion scheme by linking the Tagus 
in the west and centre-west to the Segura (another river in Spain). But in 1999 the province 
of Castilla (where the Tagus flows through) refused to supply 10% of the amount originally 
planned. 



What are the issues?
Near the Tagus river there is frequent flooding because of the lack of capacity of the 
drainage system and the tidal effects on the river. Another major problem is the frequency of 
combined sewer overflow discharges by-passing the treatment plant*. 

*Treatment plants remove pollutants from domestic and industrial waste. Used water travels through sewage pipes to 
treatment plants where it’s treated and either returned to streams, rivers, and oceans, or used for irrigation.



Conflict 
As of now there hasn’t been conflict between the two countries, but there has been some 
conflict between provinces in Spain. This is because of the government when they did the 
river diversion with another river. Now, the two rivers are not linked anymore since the 
Segura is able to sustain itself because of the annual precipitation.
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